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WATERING YOUR NEW LANDSCAPE

watering instructions
1. Check soil moisture. 
     Dig into the soil 2-3”. If the soil feels damp, don’t water, but check 
     the soil daily so you know when it dries out. As you get the hang of 
     it, the weather will help you judge when to water again.

2. Choose the right way to water your plants. 
     For annuals, perennials, and small shrubs a sprinkler or a hose with 
     a nozzle is good. Larger shrubs and trees are better off with more 
     directed water from a hose. Irrigation bags are available for trees.

3. Begin watering. 
     Refer to tables on page 2 for proper watering times.

     Sprinkler: check to make sure the sprinkler is hitting the whole area 
     If you have more than one type of plant, use the longer time from 
     the table on the next page.

     Hose with nozzle: using the shower setting (or other cone shape) 
     make slow sweeps with the hose over an area, letting the water begin 
     to soak in by the time you circle back to the beginning. My usual 
     pace covers about 10’ in 5 seconds.

     Trickling hose: turn the water on enough to get a stream about the 
     size of a soda straw. Set the hose near the base of the tree or shrub. 
     On larger plants, move the hose to a different spot around the trunk 
     every 15 minutes to ensure that the whole root ball gets water.

     Irrigation bags: use a bucket or hose to fill the bag to the top.

4. Repeat. 
     Our goal is to water the plants deeply and slowly, with the watering 
     spaced out as much as possible. This encourages healthy root growth 
     that will make your plants hardy enough to survive on their own. 
     As a general guideline, new plants of any kind should be checked 
     every other day. After a two weeks, annuals and perennials should 
     be watered roughly every 3-5 days, and trees and shrubs every 4-7 
     days. This varies depending on weather and soil conditions. Make 
     sure you check soil moisture before watering to prevent under or 
     over watering.

Water is one of the most important factors in the success of a new planting.  Newly installed 
plants don’t have extensive root systems, so they rely on the moisture present in the root 
ball. Even drought tolerant species will need a little help at first. As new plants grow and 
root out into the surrounding soil, they become stronger and more resilient to changes in 
moisture levels in future years. Follow these instructions to make sure your new installation 
is happy and healthy.
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Trickling Hose
Shrubs under 24” 10 minutes
Shrubs 24-48” 20 minutes
Shrubs over 48” 30 minutes, move hose once
Trees 1-1.5” trunk diameter
(multi-stem/evergreen under 5’)

30 minutes, move hose once

Trees 1.5-2” trunk diameter
(multi-stem/evergreen 5-6’)

45 minutes, move hose twice

Trees 2-3” trunk diameter
(multi-stem/evergreen 6-8’)

60 minutes, move hose three times

Trees over 3” trunk diameter
(multi-stem/evergreen 8’)

For trees this large, we strongly recommend
temporary irrigation

Sprinkler
Annuals 15 minutes
Perennials 20 minutes
Shrubs under 24” 45 minutes

Hose Nozzle
Annuals 20 slow circuits
Perennials 30 slow circuits
Shrubs under 24” 5 sec per shrub, 20 circuits

tables for watering amounts

other tips
  • Water between late evening and early morning to reduce water loss through evaporation (but don’t wait 
     until evening to water if a plant is wilting now!)
  • Avoid watering foliage when possible. This can cause fungal and bacterial leaf spots on some plants, 
     especially roses.
  • Wilted leaves can come from too much water as well as from too little water. Always check the soil.
  • A layer of mulch will help conserve moisture. Just make sure you apply extra water so that the soil still 
     gets soaked to a depth of a few inches, since the mulch will absorb some of it.
  • Make sure the soil immediately around the plant gets plenty of water, not just the root ball. This helps 
     encourage the roots to grow out into the soil and establish a strong, resilient system.

temporary irrigation
If you are concerned about remembering to water or correctly judging how much to water, we would be 
happy to install a temporary irrigation system to run on a timer set for your plants and your soil. If you are 
interested in this option, please contact your account manager.


